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The hedgerow
Curriculum links:
• Science Living things
  Environmental awareness and care
• Geography Human environments
• SPHE Myself and the wider world

Introduction
Irish farmers live and work on farms. In addition to caring for crops and animals, the farmer also takes care 
of the landscape and environment. The environment is all the world around us and the farmer looks after 
the hedges, water, trees and soil.
 

Lesson objectives:
To make students aware that hedgerows exist on Irish farms and to be able to identify them.  
To be aware that hedgerows have a purpose on the farm.

Teacher guidelines:
It is suggested that the teacher introduces students to the vocabulary and basic concept of hedgerows 
before starting the lesson.

What are hedgerows? 
Hedgerows surround and divide 
up many of the farmer’s fields. 
They are like little walls on the 
farm that help to make sure that 
all farm animals, such as the 
cows and sheep are living in the 
right fields.
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What does a hedgerow look like? 
Hedgerows are big, green bushes with lots of wild flowers growing down low and tall trees up high. 
When you look closer, you can even spot birds and animals that live inside. Some hedgerows change 
with the season. During the summer, these hedgerows are big and colourful but in the winter, they can 
lose their leaves and look very bare.

Suggested activities
•  Photocopy the activity sheet on page 53
•   Encourage the students to look at the wild flowers hiding in the hedgerow
•  Bring in a selection of flowers to class so the students can touch and smell them
•  Set up your own class hedgerow with real plants, toy animals and birds
•  Get class to create a collage of the hedgerow using pictures and pieces collected during a nature walk
•  Read stories and poems about animals and plants that live in the hedgerow 

Why does the farmer mind the hedgerow?
The farmer makes sure to trim his or her hedges often because it keeps the countryside looking clean and 
tidy. It also stops hedgerows becoming overgrown. The farmer is very careful when he or she trims his or 
her hedge so they do not interrupt the birds, their nests or eggs. 

Spring Summer Autumn Winter

Learning outcomes:
At the end of this lesson, students should know what the hedgerow is and be able to identify  
a hedgerow.
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The hedgerow 

Colour in below and name the things which live 
in the hedgerow 

1

Activity sheet*

Colour in the hedgerow 2

F B L

* To be used with teacher guidelines, page 26

Name:

Date:
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