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Sheep

Lesson objectives:
To revise material covered in previous modules. To learn the basic life processes in animals such as feeding and 
growing. 

Teacher guidelines
It is suggested that teachers ensure that students are familiar with the vocabulary and concepts introduced in 
the previous modules before starting this lesson.

ewe      ram      lamb      bleat      flock      wool      meat       
fleece      shearing      shorn      hoof      sheepdog

Sheep provide us with wool, meat and milk which is used for making cheese. A sheep’s fleece is shorn once a 
year in the spring. Farmers must trim sheep’s hooves.

Keywords and concepts introduced in previous modules:

lambing      spring      docking      molars      grazing      fodder      dipping 

Keywords for this lesson:

After revision of the above, teachers could discuss the more detailed information below.

Fun facts:
• A ewe recognises her own lamb, not by sight, but by smell and the 
sound the lamb makes

• Not all rams have horns, in fact, most rams in Ireland don’t have 
horns

Lambing
Lambs are born in springtime, the lamb grows inside the ewe for five 
months. A newborn lamb weighs about five kilograms 
(five bags of sugar). Lambs feed from their mothers’ milk for about 
14 weeks.

A ewe can only feed two lambs at a time and most ewes will have 
one or two lambs each year. However, some ewes will have three or 
four lambs in a year and in this case, lambs may have to be adopted 
by another ewe. This is known as fostering. The farmer needs to select 
the right foster ewe. A good fostering ewe should be calm by nature, 
have a good milk supply and be in good condition (not thin or old). 
The fostering of lambs benefits not only the lamb, but also the ewe 
(mother) as she would not have enough milk to adequately feed all 
lambs, leaving her at risk of ill-health.

Curriculum links:
• Science Living things
   Environmental awareness and care 
• Geography Human environments
• SPHE Myself and the wider world
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Preventing disease
When a lamb is a few days old (no more than 7), the farmer may remove its tail; this is called docking. Docking does 
not hurt the lamb and it is done for hygiene reasons and to prevent disease. Sheep farmers need to consider carefully 
whether tail docking within a particular flock is necessary. Sheep must also be given a bath in special liquid to remove 
any harmful parasites (ticks, lice, ringworm). This liquid is called sheep-dip. Sheep dipping takes place during the 
summer. Drenching can be applied to most farm animals; its not exclusive to sheep.

Teeth
Lambs are born with eight milk teeth. Two of their teeth fall out each 
year and are replaced by adult/permanent teeth. Sheep have no upper 
front teeth. They have a hard upper gum called a pad. The pad helps 
them to tear the grass. Their chewing teeth are called molars, these are 
at the back of the mouth (Link to humans: humans have cutting teeth at 
the front and molars at the back).

Eating
Sheep can eat large amounts of food very quickly. For most of the year, 
they live in fields and eat grass; this is called grazing. In winter, when 
there is little grass, a sheep is given hay, nuts/concentrates made from 
cereals and crops (beets). This extra food is called fodder. 
(For information on Chewing the cud, see Module 4).

Suggested activities:
•   Photocopy activity sheet page 44

•   With the help of the students, compile and display a list of key words relating to sheep

•   Get students to list the proper names of the male, female and young of all farm animals

•   Incorporate the topic of lambing into class work on spring. This could involve pictures of ewes and lambs 
surrounded by the spring flowers, green grass etc.

•   Creative writing: This lesson could provide the background material for a creative writing exercise i.e. 
‘Springtime on the farm’ or ‘A day on the farm’

•   Working in pairs, get students to test if wool is a better insulator than cotton, i.e. wrap a hot object in 
both and note which cools faster. 

•   Research and mark on a map the parts of Ireland where most sheep farming takes place, discussing the 
difference between mountain and lowland farming

•   Discuss the interrelationships between people, animals and plants and the ways in which we rely on 
farming to provide us with food. (See ‘The Irish Farmer’ page 2)

•   For extension material see Module 4

Learning outcomes:
At the end of this lesson, students should understand some of the basic life processes in sheep such  as lambing, 
feeding and growing.

Additional resources:
•   www.agriaware.ie 

Did you 

know? 

a farmer can tell the age of his 

sheep by counting the number of 

adult teeth they have?
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*To be used with teacher guidelines, page 8

Did you 

know? 

Sheep must get their 

haircut once a year, which 

is called shearing!

A group of sheep is called a  flock  herd pack

A sheep barks lows bleats

A sheep’s coat is made of wool fur  feathers

The shorn wool from a 
sheep is called a coat fleece shell

A farmer must trim a sheep’s ears hooves legs

Sheep do not give you cheese meat potatoes

Tick the boxes 
and tell us what 
you know about 

our family!

Activity sheet*

2 Use the words below to complete the crossword:
five, teeth, fodder, grazing, spring, tail, milk, molars
Across
1.  The extra food the farmer gives sheep is 

call ed _ _ _ _ _ _

2.  Sheep eat grass. This is called 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

3. Sheep have no upper front _ _ _ _ _  
  
4.  Like humans, their chewing teeth are 

called _ _ _ _ _ _  

Down
1. Lambs are born in _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2.   A lamb grows inside a ewe for 
_ _ _ _  months.   

3.   When a lamb is young, the farmer 
must remove its _ _ _ _. 
This is called docking.

4.  Lambs drink their mother’s _ _ _ _ 
for 14 weeks.
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