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Lesson objectives:
To explore the concept of farm safety around dangerous animals (e.g. a bull or a cow that has given birth to a 
calf). To identify dangers that exist around the farm in places like sheds or barns and to teach students about the 
meaning of safety signs that can be found on a farm. 

Teacher guidelines
90% of farm accidents involve an unsafe act. Livestock (farm animals) are the third most common cause of farm 
accidents in Ireland. It is suggested that the teacher revises the different types of farm animals examined in previous 
lesson plans as well as introducing pupils to the vocabulary and basic concepts of safety before starting the lesson.

Farm animal safety

birth  newborn  protective  chicks  ducklings  feeding     

In order for us to stay safe around animals at times when they are giving birth to their young, we must listen to 
the farmer’s instructions and stay a safe distance from the animals. New mothers are very protective of their 
young and if they are approached they could kick, bite or peck you.

Keywords and concepts introduced in previous modules: 

aggressive      dangerous      bull      taunt      attack       
signs      warning      sheds      fences  chemicals

Keywords for this lesson:

Curriculum Links:
• Science Living things
• Geography Human environments 
• SPHE Myself 
  Myself and the wider world
• Maths Shape and space

Bulls and potentially aggressive animals 
The male of many farm animals can act in an aggressive, unpredictable and dangerous way. One of the most 
dangerous animals found on the farm is the bull. Cows, in particular, new mothers who are protective of their 
young may also be unpredictable and can be aggressive. Many lives have been lost due to sudden bull/cow 
attacks. You should always treat all farm animals with respect, do not annoy or taunt a bull in any way as it could 
attack you. The farmer will dehorn the bull at a young age as horns can grow very big and become dangerous. 
The farmer also places signs on field fences where a bull is present as a warning to people passing by.

What can you do to stay safe around a bull?

• Never enter a field where a bull is

• Never turn your back on a bull

• Only let the farmer handle the bull

• Never tease a bull

• Close all farm gates behind you
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Suggested activities:
•   Complete the activity sheet, on page 52
•   Design a safety poster for staying safe on the farm
•  Watch Agri Aware’s ‘Once Upon a Farm’ and create a new farm safety sign in art class
•   Create a new farm safety sign in art class
•   Look out for other signs (e.g in the swimming pool or on the road). Discuss the signs’ colour, shape, symbols etc.  
•   As part of a maths lesson, discuss different shapes and patterns seen on safety signs
•   List ten ways to stay safe on the farm
•   Divide the class into groups of four and give each group a topic e.g. staying safe around sheds on the farm, 

staying safe around a bull on the farm. Each group has to write a rap, poem or create a drama on their topic 
and perform it for the class

•   For extension material, see Module 4 
•   Sign your class up to participate in the “Farm Safe Schools” interactive programme. For more information on 

how to register your class, visit: www.farmsafeschools.ie

Fields, fences and sheds used for livestock  
Always check with the farmer to find out if there are any animals in sheds, barns or fields before entering them. In 
winter, many farmers keep their cows inside slatted houses. They may be divided up into different pens. Don’t go 
into any animal pen no matter how friendly the animal might appear. If the animal gets nervous or afraid, it could 
attack or kick you. Children should never play in these sheds as they could become trapped, trampled or crushed. 
Do not climb over fences, gates or enter fields where potentially dangerous animals may be. After visiting the farm, 
always wash your hands. Never touch any chemicals or dangerous materials that might be stored on the farm.

Recognising signage on the farm 
The farmer wants to make sure that both adults and children are safe on his/her farm. By putting up warning signs, 
they are warning people about the dangers on the farm. It is up to you to be alert and know and understand what 
these signs mean. Here are some of the signs found on many Irish farms:

The farmer is cutting 
hedges. Stay away from the 
tractor and hedge cutter as 
they are very dangerous.

Learning outcomes:
At the end of this lesson, students should understand that the bull is the most dangerous animal on the farm, along 
with cows that have given birth to calves. They should know the parameters of the farm and how to recognise 
warning signs.  

Additional resources:
• www.agriaware.ie/farmsafety •  Check out Agri Aware’s ‘Once Upon a Farm’ video on YouTube   

• www.agrikids.ie

General farm safety sign. 

This sign means that there 
is a possibility of cows 

crossing in the area.

We must keep this gate 
closed at all times.

After touching, petting 
or handling the animals 

we must wash our hands.

Stay on the lookout for tractors. 
Do not get in their way. The 

farmer may not be able to see 
you from the tractor.



Module 3

52

AGRI AWARE AGRI AWARE

 www.agriaware.ie

Farm animal safety

1 List ways in which the farmer keeps you and 
the bull safe on the farm

*To be used with teacher guidelines, page 24

Activity sheet*

2 Ask the students which animals they need to be 
most cautious with and graph them in class

Name:

Date:
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