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Home Economics teachers were out in force at the start 
of November for the ATHE National Conference in Dublin, 
sponsored by Agri Aware.  Ciara O’Kelly spoke on behalf of 
Agri Aware and thanked all writers and subscribed  teachers 
for their support and assistance.  Key note speakers 
during the weekend included nutritionist Paula Mee and 
Dr. James MacIntosh, safefood. Representatives from St. 
Angela’s College of�cially launched IFHE’s (International 
Federation for Home Economics) 2010 Conference also to 
be sponsored by Agri Aware and which takes place next 
summer in Sligo. Finally, the conference saw suggestions 
for a working group to be established by the ATHE and 
St. Angela’s College so recommendations for the Leaving 
Certi�cation syllabus could be made.

Agri Awarewww.agriaware.ie
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Agri Aware is thrilled to announce the addition of 4 new 
patrons:  Teagasc, AIB, Kepak Group and Country Meats  
Ltd.  The work of Agri Aware would not be possible without 
their continued support.  

Left:
It’s your Industry.  Be Proud 
and Tell Everybody. 

Right:
Agri Aware Chairman, 
Mairead Lavery welcomes 
new patrons (l-r): John 
Horgan, Chief Executive, 
Kepak Group; Anne 
Finnegan, Agri-strategist, 
AIB; Gerry Boyle, Director, 
Teagasc; and Joe Hyland, 
Chief Executive, Irish 
Country Meats.  
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We’re lmost halfway through the academic year and Agri 
Aware’s Ag Science and Home Ec Study Guides are once 
again proving to be popular.  They give students and 
teachers alike a logical and practical helping hand with 
their everyday studies. 

Agricultural Science Study Guide: The Ag Science 
Study Guide has now gone to two pages.  Reports from 
subscribed schools show that students and teachers are 
�nding our ‘Dictionary of Agricultural Science Terms’ an 
invaluable resource.  Ag Science classrooms are also now 
decorated with even more Agri Aware Ag Science posters 
this year and include four different calendars of the 
production year for beef, dairy, sheep and tillage. 

Home Economics Study Guide:  With Christmas exams 
coming up, Home Ec students are busy studying with 
their six study �ashcards - a free resource received by all 
students subscribed to the study guide. A CD with ten 
PowerPoint presentations is an excellent accompliment 
when studying subjects such as the production of milk, 
cheese and yoghurts. All resources arrived to hundreds of 
schools across the country after a mass mail out during 
the mid-term break.

2009 has been a year of much talk and discussion about 
the Irish economic crisis, its future recovery, and the role of 
Agriculture.  Given this, Agri Aware has produced a quick 
review of what reports, organisations and people were 
saying about the Agri-food industry, along with the key 
statistics that promote its current ability.  It is hoped that the 
snapshot of references, will provide its users, the Agri–food 
industry, with useful information to convey the importance 
of the industry in three sections: i) report and publication 
conclusions ii) statistics and iii) key commentries.  Its 
sources are from a range of global, European and national 
commentators and organisations, who all have one thing 
in common - the belief in the positive role of agriculture for 
the future.  The publication is entitled It’s your Industry. Be 
Proud and Tell Everybody.  The review is downloadable from 
www.agriaware.ie.  
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The Irish Farming & Agri Business Industry

What was said in 2009

It’s your Industry
Be proud and tell everyone



Hundreds of thousands of people will be working hard over the 
coming season to ensure we all have safe, quality food for our 
favourite family get-togethers – Christmas dinners. Agri Aware 
will run a national radio advertising and PR campaign mid-
December to encourage and thank consumers for their support 
in buying local produce.  The livelihoods of one-in-every seven 
people in communities nationwide relies on the agri-food 
industry; no better time to support these farming families and 
food producers than on our annual Christmas shop.  Keep an 
ear out on RTE Radio 1 and your favourite local stations for this 
special message. 

www.agriaware.ie

Support Farmers this Christmas

Coming Soon
The wheels are in motion for Agri Aware’s Incredible Edibles 
Growing Challenge 2010.  Every primary school in Ireland 
will have the opportunity to grow a range of Irish fruit 
vegetables including the humble spud. 

This year’s project will incorporate new and exciting 
challenges for kids to increase their knowledge of the 
broader benefits of fruit and vegetables. These include 
increased activities on dietary benefits, easy consumption 
methods   and proportion sizes.

Building on the learnings from last year this year’s 
programme will be packed full of additional resources 
including information on growing your plants outdoors.   
In the coming weeks details of new partnerships which will 
enhance the programme will be announced.

Businesses will also be encouraged to take part.  With a 
small donation to cover delivery costs, a kit with all the 
instructions and growing paraphernalia will be delivered 
to the door.  See www.agriaware.ie for more. 

Incredible Edibles 2010

Hold the Press!
We mentioned in our last newsletter that Agri Aware has 
a secret project up its sleeve… well hold tight for just a 
few more days.   We’ll be bringing out a special newsletter 
in mid-December to unveil the biggest investment in its 
history. Excited? We certainly are! Keep an eye on your inbox 
for this special edition.

Agri Aware’s Food Routes booklet and website aim to 
outline the various routes Leaving Cert students can take in 
order to achieve their desired career goals in Food Science, 
Forestry & Horticulture, Veterinary, Agricultural Science and 
Equine Studies.  By exploring different options, it provides 
those who may not have gotten the required points for 
their chosen degree with an alternative course of action.  
Set to be launched in December, this promises to be an 
important resource for all students pursuing a third level 
education. 

Food Routes

Newsletter: 
You will now be receiving Agri Aware’s newsletter on a monthly basis.  With 5,000 names currently on our database, we aim 
to reach 10,000 by next summer.  Do you know anybody who should be receiving this newsletter? Tell them to email news@
agriaware.ie today.

In Brief:
Facebook:  
You can never have too many friends! Come join Agri Aware’s Facebook page today and keep in touch 
with what we’re doing - leave comments, view pics and voice your opinion now.  Click here to join.
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