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National Ploughing Championships 2009

Agri Aware had a eventful program at the National
Ploughing Championships 2009 in Athy, Co. Kildare this
year. Award-winning chef, Neven Maguire, hosted Agri
Aware’s local food road show in the Irish Farmers Journal
and IFA stands. Promotion for the CAP - A Better Fit for You

Crowds in their thousands watched Neven cook mouth-
watering dishes and learnt about the advantages of
sourcing local, sourcing lIrish. A number of secondary
school home economics students also travelled to get top
tips for the classroom kitchen.

campaign also featured in a number of stands around the site.

Today’s Woodland - Our Resource for Tomorrow

Dig in!

Agri Aware’s Dig In! teacher resource continues to
grow in popularity. Since the start of the school
term, this year we've had over 300 requests for
the free resource. Developed in 2006, it includes
lesson plans on food origin, the farmer and healthy
eating. Last year we launched an additional module
Farming and the Environment, and due to its
success a Farm and Countryside Safety module is
under development. Supported by FBD and ESB
Networks, we are incorporating all modules into the
new look Dig In! Learn about Life on the Farm. This
new resource builds on the original modules and
will be distributed to over 3,300 primary schools
nationwide next month.

Agri Aware has joined forces with patron member
Alltech to go global with Dig in! A website has been
set-up for the joint venture which will be promoted
via Alltech’s network of 113 offices around the
world.

A pilot project coordinated by Agri Aware in
conjunction with the Irish Tree Council and IFA
aimed to educate children on the importance of our
woodlands. The Today’s Woodland - Our Resource for
Tomorrow challenge also celebrated National Tree
Day on October 8th and provided primary pupils
with a chance to test their essay writing skills. Over
300 schools in Co. Cork were offered the chance
to participate and learn about the diversity of our
woodlands.

Pictured at the Today’s Woodland - Our Resource for Tomorrow
prize-giving were Aiveen Carr, Agri Aware, Pat Hennessy, IFA,
Mary Gallagher, Class Teacher, John Galvan, Coillte and second

class pupils of Killavullen NS, Co. Cork. Planting trees were
provided by ‘None So Hardy Forestry’for the event.

Mobile Farm

The Mobile Farms are back on the road for the 2009/10 school
term. Two units, one covering Munster and the other Leinster/
Connacht/Ulster, safely and humanely transport a range of farm
animals to the school yard. This unique educational road show
demonstrates the role of the farm and its natural inhabitants in
producing quality Irish food. A recent mail out to 3,300 schools
has received a huge response.

Click here to view the new Mobile Farm brochure

Harvest Fest

Weavers, spinners, butter makers and a host of other food and
agricultural exhibits showcased their traditional talents at 2009's
HarvestFestin DublinZoo.Theevent,inassociation with Agri Aware,
took place in the City Farm area and celebrated the Irish harvest
and the role of our farmers in producing quality, wholesome food.
Visitors were endowed with a range of Irish fruit, veg, jams and
confectionaries on the day courtesy of a farmers’ market.

Recently the Incredible Edibles Growing Challenge was presented to a meeting of Freshfel delegates in Brussels.The project

was very well received by all including the Head of Promotion of Agricultural Products in the European Commission.




; wwwagriaware.ie Agrl AWO re

Ag Science Practical Learning Days

Agri Aware in conjunction with Teagasc
and IASTA, has developed up a practical
learning day model for agricultural science
teachers and students. The day event will
be held at each of the Teagasc regional
colleges during February and will include
a series of practical experiments and
agricultural science theories, which cannot
be easily explained in class. Lyons Estate,
kindly provided by UCD will also be used
for these events.

The practical learning days were recently launched by Paddy Brown, Head of Education with Teagasc, John Crone, President of IASTA and
Mairead Lavery, Agri Aware Chairman at the Agricultural Science Teachers conference on Oct 10th at University of Limerick

Ag Science Teachers Conference Food Roots

— Answering Your Agricultural Science Call Agri Aware’s new Food Roots booklet and website
will be launched in November 2009, ahead
In conjunction with the National Centre of Excellence in Maths and  of the CAO deadline. They will set out in plain
Science Teaching and Learning (NCE-MSTL), Agri Aware facilitated English the third level opportunities available
an in-service conference for Agricultural Science teachers which  to students in the industry. Those who do not
took place on October 10th at the University of Limerick. Chaired by =~ get the necessary points for their chosen degree
Agri Aware Chairman, Mairead Lavery, the day was attended by over  will also get advice on how to access it through
100 agricultural science teachers. Information on the day focused  alternative routes. Information on careersin food
on the areas of soil, animal husbandry, genetics and future learning  science, equine, horticulture and veterinary as
opportunities for students. This was the first such event organised for ~ well as studying in the UK will also be provided.
agricultural science teachers and was supported by IASTA and SLSS
(Second Level Support Services).

Coming soon:

Green Dragon:Tean Innovation Challenge 2010

A new secondary school project to challenge the entrepreneurial minds of our teenagers in these challenging times will launch in
November.The challenge presented to teens is to come up with a creative idea that they think can make it to the big time, create a
business plan, and then face the panel. Convince them and you're on the way. Focusing on our natural resources and in particular
food innovation, this challenge is about creating innovators for the future of the agri-food sector. The project is due for launch in
November 2010 and is supported by Bord Bia and AlB.

An Agri-Food Industry Perspective
During November, Agri Aware will be reviewing the most recent research and reports issued about the industry and summarising
these into a perspective guide for the general public to help make informed decisions.The report will be issued in mid-November.

Springtime on the Farm - 10 year Anniversary
The farming art and colouring competition is celebrating its 10th year in 2010 - a special art project to honour this will be launched in

January 2010.

For further info: Agri Aware, Waverley Office Park, Old Naas Road, Bluebell, Dublin 12.
P:01-4601103 F:01-4601097 E:info@agriaware.ie




